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Part A: 17 questions   

Score (out of 31): 1 - 15  =  ‘at threat’   16+  =  ‘at serious threat’ 

Part B: 104 optional additional questions  
This section is designed to explore a victim-survivor’s circumstances and experiences in greater depth. There 
are 15 sections. You should select those that apply in consultation with the victim-survivor. 

Additional factors 

Children and young people Emotional abuse 

Disputes involving the care of children Financial abuse 

Reproductive coercion Property damage 

Sexual violence and image-based abuse Perpetrator characteristics 

Coercive controlling behaviours (including using technology) Multi-perpetrator violence 

Priority populations 

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people People with disability 

People from migrant and refugee backgrounds People over 65 

LGBTQIA+ people  

 

Part C: Worker reflection and professional judgement  
This section includes:  

• victim-survivor self-assessment  

• reflective questions for the worker 

• worker professional judgement and overall risk rating (note: a ‘serious threat’ assessment in Part A 
or Part C will result in an overall ‘serious threat’ risk rating) 

 
This tool should be used in a culturally safe manner, respecting the lived experiences, identities, and self-
determination of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

The Support Services DVSAT is a structured professional judgement tool and is recommended for use by 
workers with domestic and family violence training.   


