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16 October 2024 
 
F/2024/30161 
 
 
The Hon. Michael Daley MP 
Attorney General 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
 
office@daley.minister.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Attorney, 
  
On 23 April 2024, State Coroner Magistrate Teresa O’Sullivan finalised the inquest into the death of Mona 
Lisa Smith and Jacinta Rose Smith. The State Coroner made the following recommendation to the 
Commissioner of the NSW Police Force (NSWPF): 

 
That the Commissioner of the NSW Police Force develop guidelines for the review of 
investigations relating to deaths that are the subject of a request for advice from the NSW 
Attorney General to the Commissioner of the NSW Police Force, where the Attorney General is 
considering an application for the holding of a fresh or further inquest into the death/s.  
 
Such guidelines should include:  
 

a) the methodology of the review;  
b) transparency of the review process;  
c) the involvement of any experts (including independent experts as required); and  
d) consultation with the family of the deceased.  

 
In formulating the guidelines, the standard operating procedures applicable to the review of 
homicide investigations should be considered and applied as appropriate.  

 
The recommendation is not supported. I can advise that the existing guidelines utilised by the NSWPF State 
Crime Command Unsolved Homicide Team already cover the situation for reviewing suspicious deaths. The 
Coroner may consider a fresh inquest under Section 83 of the Coroners Act 2009 upon request from the 
Attorney General if considered appropriate. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Karen Webb APM 
Commissioner of Police 
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