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Acting Registrar Scanlon
Coroners Court of New South Wales

By email only: lidcombe.coroners@justice.nsw.gov.au

Dear Acting Registrar Scanlon

Inquest into the death of Gia Dinh LAM
Coroners reference no: 2019/00038819

We refer to your correspondence to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (the Board), dated 31
March 2026, enclosing a copy of Deputy State Coroner Hosking'’s finding and recommendations in the
above matter.

We note that the findings include a recommendation as follows:
“To the General Secretary, Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia:

1 That consideration be given to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia reviewing and/or
investigating RM Khan's care of Gia during her maternity admission. | direct that a copy of the
brief of evidence be provided to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia.”

We are writing to advise that, in our view, the Board lacks the jurisdiction to give effect to the Deputy State
Coroner’s recommendation. This may be due to a misapprehension about the Board’s statutory role in
managing notifications (complaints) about registered health practitioners where the conduct occurred in
New South Wales.

We respectfully suggest that the Deputy State Coroner may wish to consider amending the
recommendation so that it is directed to the Nursing and Midwifery Council of NSW. This entity is
responsible for managing health, performance and conduct complaints about registered health
practitioners in New South Wales.

To assist the Deputy State Coroner, we have set out further information about our role and the role of the
New South Wales co-regulator below.

Organisational context

Ahpra is the National Agency providing administrative support to the 15 National Boards, including the
Board, under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, as in force in each state and territory (the
National Law).

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency | National Boards
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Ahpra and the National Boards regulate these registered health professions: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health practice, Chinese
medicine, chiropractic, dental, medical, medical radiation practice, midwifery, nursing, occupational therapy, optometry, osteopathy,
paramedicine, pharmacy, physiotherapy, podiatry and psychology.
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Ahpra provides administrative assistance and support to the Board in exercising its functions under the
National Law. Amongst other things, Ahpra (on behalf of the Board) manages the registration of nurses
and midwives in Australia.

Additionally, in most states and territories, Ahpra manages notifications made about nurses or midwives
on behalf of the Board. One of the exceptions to this is in New South Wales, which is a co-regulatory
jurisdiction.

New South Wales jurisdictional context

In New South Wales, because it is a co-regulatory jurisdiction, certain functions related to the occupational
regulation of health practitioners are shared with other entities.

Specifically, in New South Wales, neither Ahpra nor the National Boards, including the Board, manage
health, performance and conduct complaints made about health practitioners that result in misconduct
proceedings or the review of suitability to practice.

Ahpra refers any such complaints it may receive about health practitioners in NSW to the applicable New
South Wales authority for further assessment or investigation. For persons who are nurses or midwives,

the relevant council is the Nursing and Midwifery Council of NSW. The various councils are supported by
the Health Professional Council Authority (HPCA) and/or the NSW Health Care Complaints Commission

(HCCCO).

Ahpra and the National Boards’ roles in NSW are largely limited to facilitating the registration of
practitioners and maintaining the National Register of health practitioners.

The Deputy State Coroner’s recommendation

If Deputy State Coroner Hosking decides to redirect the recommendation to the New South Wales co-
regulator, we would be grateful if you could advise that no further action is required by Ahpra or the Board.

Further information

Should you have any queries in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned
on (07) 3149 4614 or niru@ahpra.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

A7 alsftan

Aaliyah Talukdar
Lawyer
National Information Release Unit
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