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GRS Announcement: NSW Procurement 
Board Direction on GRS Model Tender 
Clauses 
19 December 2025 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The NSW Procurement Board has adopted a Direction requiring the use of modern 
slavery tender clauses (‘MTCs’) in procurement categories identified as ‘high-risk’.  

NSW Government agencies must use heightened due diligence tender clauses for high 
modern slavery risk procurements. 

This Direction commences 1 January 2026. Compliance with this direction is optional 
until 1 July 2026. NSW Government agencies must comply with this direction when 
undertaking a procurement that commences 1 July 2026 or later. 

This Direction applies to the procurement of goods and services of any kind, including 
construction, by a government agency within the meaning of section 162 of the Public 
Works and Procurement Act 1912. 

Refer to the NSW Procurement Board Administrative Requirements (PBD-2025-05) for 
further details here: https://arp.nsw.gov.au/pbd-2025-05-procurement-board-direction-
2025-05-modern-slavery-tender-clauses-for-high-modern-slavery-risk-procurements. 

 
What is a heightened due diligence tender clause? 
When undertaking high modern slavery risk procurements, NSW Government agencies 
must use tender clauses on modern slavery that are substantially based on the 
heightened due diligence MTCs prepared by the Office of the NSW Anti-slavery 
Commissioner (‘OASC’), or that otherwise align with the principles for heightened due 
diligence in the Guidance on Reasonable Steps (‘GRS’) issued by the OASC. 
 
High modern slavery risk procurements are procurements of goods and services 
(including construction) in procurement categories assigned an inherent modern slavery 
risk level of ‘High’ by the OASC’s Inherent Risk Identification Tool (‘IRIT’) and therefore 
requiring heightened modern slavery due diligence. 
 
The Heightened Version of the MTCS may be adapted to suit the needs of each agency 
and each procurement as long as they remain consistent with the principles for 
heightened due diligence in the GRS. These principles are summarised in the document 
‘Using the GRS Model Tender Clauses (MTCs) to assess modern slavery risk in your 
procurements’. 
  
What else should agencies consider when undertaking high modern slavery risk 
procurements? 
As well as using the heightened due diligence tender clauses as required by this 
Procurement Board Direction, agencies undertaking high risk procurements should also 
consider taking the other steps set out in the GRS. This includes adopting a shared 
responsibility approach in contracting with suppliers, using the GRS Model Contract 
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Clause developed by the NSW Anti-slavery Commissioner, and managing modern slavery 
risks properly throughout the life of their contracts. 
 
For additional guidance, refer to the GRS Resource: Integrating Modern Slavery Risk 
Assessments into Procurement Processes 

Where can I find more information? 
For information and resources related to the GRS, visit the Commissioner’s Due Diligence 
and Reporting Webpage at https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/legal-and-
justice/ourcommissioners/antislavery-commissioner/due-diligence-and-reporting.html.  

For advice and support relating to the matters covered in this Announcement, or for other 
queries related to the GRS, contact the OASC at GRS@dcj.nsw.gov.au.  


