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 22 June 2023
NSW Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing June 2023 Meeting - Communique

The Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing (MACA) held its third meeting for 2023 in Sydney.

The MACA met with the Hon Jodie Harrison MP, Minister for Seniors, to discuss seniors priorities and current issues including:
· Ageing on the Edge 'Home at Last' Housing Information and Support Service for people 55+

· Promoting e-safety for Seniors

· Covid vaccination rates in residential aged care facilities

· Liveability standards for housing

· Feedback on the Responding to Social Isolation in Seniors grants program

· Holding a Seniors Forum with key sector stakeholders
The MACA discussed the recent Sydney Community Housing conference and is curious to see how NSW Housing data on housing stock, vacancies and demand is matched with the resources of housing providers. MACA also noted the value of perspectives provided by older people with lived experience of homelessness and the challenges of negotiating the service system.
MACA noted that the Reducing Social Isolation for Seniors grant program Round 1 and 2 are currently being evaluated while Round 3 projects are currently underway. MACA looks forward to seeing more case studies about the outcomes of funded projects like the Mission Australia community garden in Byron Bay: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=601183904785397 

The MACA also noted it has recently written to the NSW Premier and all incoming government Ministers seeking to provide an 'Ageing lense' on any new government policy or program affecting seniors.

Council's next meeting will be in August 2023 in Sydney. 

Margie O'Tarpey
A/Chair 
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