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12 February 2021
NSW Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing February 2021 meeting - Communique

The Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing held its first meeting Council meeting for 2021 on 12 February via MS Teams.

Minister Lee attended the meeting and advised that the Social Isolation Grants will be launched on Monday 15 February. The grants pool is $600,000 again and will focus of direct face to face projects where possible.
Minister Lee particularly noted MACA’s role in continuing to advise me of issues that are not necessary present or unknown. Minister Lee is looking forward to the MACA Media Awards this year and that is being held as part of the NSW Seniors Festival in April. 

DCJ provided update on the work developing the guidelines for the Social Isolation grants, the current work the Ageing Peaks are doing and received a presentation of the proposed format for the hybrid MACA Media Awards. 

NSW Health provided update on areas regarding the care of older people in the health sector and answered questions from the council.
The MACA discussed the first panel in the Webinar series. The MACA noted the success of the first panel in showcasing the work of two Aboriginal community agencies in supported socially isolated older people during the COVID pandemic, particularly in giving voice to elders.  

The MACA discussed its strategic focus for 2021 and agreed on principles and a number of priority areas in which to hold high level engagement and strategic linkages for a year of Influence.
The council had a robust discussion on issues and what the council should focus on for the coming year, debating areas such as Health, Ageing, Mature Age workforce and Ageing safely at home.
Minister Lee reiterated his appreciation for the MACA in raising and providing advice on issues relevant to older people in NSW and their presence in other forums and boards. 
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