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6 February 2025
NSW Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing - Communique

The Ministerial Advisory Council on Ageing (MACA) held its first meeting for 2025 on 6 February at the NSW State Library. 
The meeting noted:
· The Minister’s appointment of four new council members: Beverley Baker, Donna Kemp, John Ward, and Lynda Holden.
· In 2025 council will continue to meet regularly with other NSW Advisory Councils, and the four Ageing Peaks.

· The revised MACA Strategic Focus Areas for 2025 – 2026:
· Healthy ageing with a focus on health promotion and prevention.
· Access and equity with a focus on digital inclusion and accessible transport.
· Housing with a focus on housing choices, homelessness and housing stress.
· First nations older people and their communities.
· Watching brief on climate change.
· Aboriginal age eligibility for services is not consistent across government: Commonwealth aged care services 50+, NSW Ageing Well Strategy 55+, Seniors Card 60+, Superannuation 60+, Aged Pension 67+.
· The NSW Government’s is developing the NSW Housing Pattern Book to accelerate the delivery of low- and mid-rise housing that will meet the Livable Housing Design Standard.
The Hon Jodie Harrison MP, Minister for Seniors, also attended the 6 February MACA meeting to hear from members about a range of issues affecting seniors including:
· Council continuing to advise on housing including older women’s housing.
· Interest in accessible and affordable transport.
· Ongoing issue of NSW support for silver level access standards in the National Construction Code.
· Inconsistent age eligibility for older Aboriginal people to access services across NSW and Commonwealth governments.
The MACA’s Ageing Symposium is 3 March in Sydney, and the next council meeting will be on 2 April in Sydney. 
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