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Search strategy and format 

Terms 
Youth work "Youth work*" 

"Youth and childcare work*" 
"Child and youth care" 
"Youth care" 
"Youth work practice" 

Theory Theor* 
Doctrine* 
Ideolog* 
Premise* 
Philosoph* 
Approach* 
Principle* 

Intervention Intervention* 
Program* 
Treatment 
Service 
Activit* 
Practice* 
"Program evaluation" 

Intervention & Agency/Empowerment Above terms AND 
"Youth advoca*"  
"Youth participat*"  
Advocacy  
Participation 
Agency 
Empower* 

 

Searches to conduct 
1. General ‘youth work’ searches across academic databases, youth studies journals and 

grey literature 
2. Targeted searches for youth work theories 
3. Targeted searches for youth work interventions 

a. Focus on agency/empowerment/advocacy/participation 
4. Targeted search for youth work practice in Australia 
5. Targeted search for government reports including UK reports, European Council 
6. Targeted search for NZ Barwick study and university of Newcastle research centres 
7. Targeted search for Howard Sercombe references 

 

Example of search strategy/result format 
8 June 2022 
Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 SU ("young people" or "young person" or "young adult" or "young m*n" or "young wom*n" 

or youth* or teen* or adolesc* or minor*) 
OR 
TI ("young people" or "young person" or "young adult" or "young m*n" or "young wom*n" 
or youth* or teen* or adolesc* or minor*) 
OR 
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AB ("young people" or "young person" or "young adult" or "young m*n" or "young wom*n" 
or youth* or teen* or adolesc* or minor*) 

2 SU (intervention or program* or treatment or service or “program evaluation” or activit* or 
practice*) 
OR 
TI (intervention or program* or treatment or service or “program evaluation” or activit* or 
practice*) 
OR 
AB (intervention or program* or treatment or service or “program evaluation” or activit* or 
practice*) 

3 SU (agency or empower*) OR TI (agency or empower*) OR AB (agency or empower*) 
4 1 and 2 and 3  
5 Articles from peer-reviewed journals from 2010 onwards in the English language only 

 
6 19 
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General ‘youth work’ searches across academic databases, youth studies journals 
and grey literature 
 

Youth studies journal searches 
 

 Child & Youth Care Forum  

 Child and Youth Services 

 Youth and Policy 

 Journal of Youth Studies 

 International journal of child, youth & family studies 

 Youth Studies Australia 

 Journal of Youth Development 

 Journal of Applied Youth Studies 

 Children and Young People Now 
 
23 June 2022 

Child and Youth Care Forum  
# Searches 
1 pubid(54018) AND noft(("youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child and 

youth care" OR "youth care" )) 
2 Peer-reviewed articles in the English language only 
3 952 results 

40 relevant results from first 150 
 
23 June 2022 

Child and Youth Services  
# Searches 
1 [All: "youth work*"] OR [All: "youth and childcare work*"] OR [All: "child and youth care"] 

OR [All: "youth care"]  
2 Articles in Child and Youth Services  
3 309 results 

113 relevant results from first 150 
 
23 June 2022 

Youth Policy  
# Searches 
1 JN "Youth & Policy" AND TX "youth work*"  
2 Articles in Youth Policy in English language only 
3 181 results 

0 relevant results 
 
29 June 2022 
# Searches 
1 JN “Youth and Policy” AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 202 

37 relevant results 
 
23 June 2022 

Journal of Youth Studies  
# Searches 
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1 [All: "youth work*"] OR [All: "youth and childcare work*"] OR [All: "child and youth care"] 
OR [All: "youth care"] AND [Article Type: Article] AND [in Journal: Journal of Youth Studies] 
AND [Publication Date: (01/01/2012 TO 31/12/2022)] 

2 Articles in Journal of Youth Studies from 2012 onwards 
3 925 results 

4 relevant results (from first 250 articles) 
 
29 June 2022 
# Searches 
1 JN “Journal of Youth Studies” AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 17 results 

1 relevant result 
 
23 June 2022 

International Journal of Child, Youth & Family Studies  
# Searches 
1 pubid(2046194) AND noft("youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child and 

youth care" OR "youth care" OR "youth work practice") 
2 Peer reviewed articles from 2012 onwards in English language only  
3 50 results 

0 relevant results 
 
29 June 2022 
# Searches 
1 pubid(2046194) AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 30 

1 relevant result 
 
23 June 2022 

Youth Studies Australia  
# Searches 
1 "youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child and youth care" OR "youth care" 

OR "youth work practice"  
2 Articles, Reports and Discussions from Youth Studies Australia only 
3 75 results 

3 relevant results  
 
29 June 2022 
# Searches 
1 JN “Youth Studies Australia” AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 42 

14 relevant results 
 
23 June 2022 

Journal of Youth Development  
# Searches 
1 pubid(2045003) AND noft("youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child and 

youth care" OR "youth care" OR "youth work practice" ) 
2 Peer reviewed articles in English language only 
3 29 results 
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1 relevant result 
 
29 June 2022 
# Searches 
1 pubid(2045003) AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 

Source type: Books, Conference Papers & Proceedings, Government & Official Publications, 
Reports, Scholarly Journals 
Document type: Annual Report, Article, Book, Book Chapter, Conference Paper, Government 
& Official Document, Industry Report, Instruction/Guidelines, Literature Review, Report 
Subject: Youth work 

3 76 results 
2 relevant results 

 

Journal of Applied Youth Studies 
# Searches 
1 JN “Journal of Applied Youth Studies” AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, Resource type: book or report or database or 

journal 
3 10 results 

0 relevant results 
 

Children and Young People Now 
# Searches 
1 JN “Children & Young People Now” AND TI"youth work" or TI"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, Subject Geographic: Europe or United States 

or Scotland or Northern Ireland or Ireland or England or Australia or United Kingdom 
3 64 results 

0 relevant results 
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Grey literature searches 
 
23 June 2022 

Closing the Gap Clearinghouse 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched all publications via topic pages 
2 36 results 

8 relevant results 
 
23-24 June 2022 

Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) 
# Searches 
1 “youth work” in Family Matters publications 
2 77 results 

1 relevant result  
3 “youth work” in Publications 
4 334 results 

8 relevant results from first 150 
 
24 June 2022 

Campbell Collaboration  
# Searches 
1 Hand searched all publications in English language only  
2 126 results 

13 relevant results  
 
24 June 2022 

Child Family Community Australia (CFCA) 
# Searches 
1 Topics > Young People > Publications & Projects 
2 15 results 

3 relevant results  
 
24 June 2022 

Analysis and Policy Observatory (APO) 
# Searches 
1 Subjects > Social Issues > Youth > Youth Services  
2 46 results 

5 relevant results 
 
24 June 2022 

Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) 
# Searches 
1 Publications and Resources > Research papers and reports 
2 148 results 

5 relevant results  
 
 
 
27 June 2022 

California Evidence Based Clearinghouse for Child Welfare (CEBC) 
# Searches 
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1 Advanced search for interventions for youth aged between 10-21 years in any of the 
following topic areas:  
Casework Practice 
Child Welfare Workforce Development and Support Programs 
Disruptive Behavior Treatment (Child & Adolescent) 
Educational Interventions for Children and Adolescents in Child Welfare 
Mentoring Programs (Child & Adolescent) 
Motivation and Engagement Programs 
Place-based Initiatives (Child & Adolescent) 
Sexual Behavior Problems Treatment (Adolescents) 
Substance Abuse Prevention (Child & Adolescent) Programs 
Substance Abuse Treatment (Adolescent) 
Supporting Sexual and/or Gender Minority (SGM) Youth: Programs 
Teen Pregnancy Services 
Youth Transitioning Into Adulthood Programs 

2 115 results 
18 relevant results 

 
27 June 2022 

Emerging Minds 
# Searches 
1 Resource Library > Read  
2 Any of the following audiences:  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander services 
Community 
Health and social services 
Secondary schools 
Teenagers (12-17 years) 
Young adults (18-25 years) 
 
Any of the following formats: 
Guide 
Issues paper 
Framework 
Research paper 
Practice paper 
Report  

3 144 results 
0 relevant results  

 
27 June 2022 

Outcomes, Practice, Evidence Network through Victoria Centre Excellence in Child and Family 
Wellbeing (Victoria child and family peak)  
# Searches 
1 Case Studies Archive  
2 11 results 

3 relevant results  
3 Policy and Research > ‘Featured’, ‘Learning and Development’, ‘Policy and Research’ 
4 19 results 

1 relevant result 
 
27 June 2022 
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Cochrane Library  
# Searches 
1 "youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child and youth care" OR "youth care" 

in Title Abstract Keyword - in Cochrane Reviews, Cochrane Protocols, Trials (Word 
variations have been searched) 

2 32 results 
1 relevant result  

 
19 July 2022 
Create Foundation 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Research and Publications’ > ‘Reports’ 

19 results 
6 relevant results  

2 ‘Research and Publications’ > ‘Research Articles’ 
11 results 
0 relevant results  

3 ‘Research and Publications’ > ‘Best Practice Guides’ 
2 results 
0 relevant results 

4 ‘Research and Publications’ > ‘Consultations’  
25 results 
1 relevant result  

5 ‘What we do’ > ‘Empower’ 
6 results 
2 relevant results 

 
19 July 2022 

Youth Action (NSW Peak for young people and the services that support them)  
# Searches 
1 Hand searched: ‘For Youth Workers’ > ‘Snapshot 2020’  

1 result 
1 relevant result 

2  ‘For Youth Workers’ > ‘Creating Access’  
11 results  
2 relevant results 

3 ‘For Youth Workers’ > ‘Youth Development’ 
2 results 
1 relevant result  

4 ‘For Youth Workers’ > ‘Australian YDI’ 
1 result 
1 relevant result 

5 ‘For Youth Workers’ > ‘Model Policies and Procedures’ (sub-topics as below) 
Working with young survivors of refugee trauma & torture  
Working with young people with disabilities  
Child Protection Guide to Policy and Practice  
Social Media Policy Guide  
Duty of Care in NSW Youth and Welfare Services  
Model policies on working with young people, for non-residential youth services in NSW  
Code of Ethics, with commentary  
Access & Equity Guide for services working with young people 
28 results 
8 relevant results  
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6 ‘Publications’ > ‘Past Projects’  
5 results 
0 relevant results 

7 ‘Publications’ > ‘Policy Papers and Submissions’  
58 results 
3 relevant results  

8 ‘For Young People’ > ‘Expressions of Interest – Young People’  
1 result  
1 relevant result  

 
19 July 2022 

Association of Children’s Welfare Agencies (ACWA) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Reports and Submissions’ 

33 results 
1 relevant result  

 
19 July 2022 

Youth Affairs Council Victoria (YACVIC) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Youth sector’ 

51 results 
4 relevant results 

2 ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Disability’  
14 results 
0 relevant results 

3 ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Rural and Regional’ 
44 results 
1 relevant result 

4 ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Mental Health and Wellbeing’ 
29 results 
0 relevant results 

5 ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Education, Training & Employment’  
19 results 
0 relevant results 

6 ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Youth Justice’ 
21 results 
1 relevant result  

7 ‘Resources’ > ‘Learning from COVID-19’ > ‘COVID-safe Youth Work’ 
5 results 
4 relevant results 

8 ‘Resources’ > ‘Learning from COVID-19’ > ‘Working with Diverse Young People’ 
 3 result  
 1 relevant result  

9 ‘Resources’ > ‘Learning from COVID-19’ > ‘Self-Care and Community Care’ 
7 results 
4 relevant results 

10 ‘Resources’ > ‘Learning from COVID-19’ > ‘Green Flags’ 
7 results 
 4 relevant results 

11 ‘Resources’ > ‘Learning from COVID-19’ > ‘COVID-era Activism’ 
5 results  
2 relevant results  
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12 ‘Training & Services’ > ‘Youth Participation’  
1 result 
1 relevant result 

12  ‘Get Involved’ > ‘Sexy and Safe’ > ‘Reports’ 
3 results 
1 relevant result 

 
20 July 2022 

Youth Affairs Network Queensland (YANQ) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘News + Resources’ > ‘What is Youth Work’ 

 6 results 
 6 relevant results 

2 ‘News + Resources’ > ‘Projects’ 
8 results 
4 relevant results 

3 ‘Home’ > ‘Our Work’ > ‘Our Publications’ > ‘Research’ 
10 results 
4 relevant results 

4 ‘COVID-19 Information for Youth Services’ 
5 results 
0 relevant results  

 
20 July 2022 

Australian Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC) 
# Searches 
1 Hand Searched ‘Projects’ > ‘Publications’  

4 results 
4 relevant results 

2 ‘Projects’ > ‘AYAC Fellowship’ 
1 result 
1 relevant result  

3 ‘Projects’ > ‘AYAC Policy Forum’ 
1 result 
1 relevant result  

 
20 July 2022 

Youth Affairs Council of South Australia 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Publications’ > ‘Reports’ 

7 results 
0 results  

 
20 July 2022 

Youth Coalition of the ACT  
# Searches 
1 Hand searched topic page ‘What we do’ (projects) 

10 results 
2 results  

2 ‘Publications’ 
73 results 
3 results 
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3 ‘Resources’ > ‘Ruby’s Reunification to Prevent Youth Homelessness’ 
1 result 
1 relevant result  

 
20 July 2022 

Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia  
# Searches 
1  Hand searched ‘Policy & Advocacy’ > ‘Policy & Research’ (sub-topics as below) 

A Strong Sector  
Culture  
Education  
Disabilities  
General Advocacy  
Child Protection  
Employment and Welfare  
Health and Mental Health  
Youth Justice  
Alcohol and Drugs  
Other  
Housing and Homelessness  
Youth Leadership  
81 results  
7 relevant results  

2 ‘Home’ > ‘Youth Leadership’ 
1 result 
1 relevant result  

3 ‘Home’ > ‘Sector Support’ (see sub-topics as below)  
The Jasper Declaration  
Youth in Community Services  
Code of Ethics  
Training & Workshops  
7 results 
4 relevant results 

4 ‘Regional YACWA’ 
2 results 
1 relevant result 

 
20 July 2022 

Youth Network of Tasmania (YNOT) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Policy and Advocacy’ > ‘Reports’ 

25 results 
7 relevant results 

2 ‘Young People’ 
6 results 
2 relevant results 

3 ‘Youth Sector’ 
4 results 
0 relevant results  
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Academic database searches 
14 June 2022 

University of Sydney library database 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" and (handbook or textbook or Palgrave) 
2 26 

 
Relevant results: 3 
 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, Articles, books, book chapters, government documents 
3 675 

37 results from first 150 
 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 285 

27 relevant results 
 
16 June 2022 

Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 18 results 

0 relevant results 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to peer-reviewed 
3 0 results 

 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 105 results 

9 relevant results 
 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 Limited to peer-reviewed 
3 57 results 

16 relevant results 
 
21 June 2022 
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JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 AB"youth work" or AB"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language 
3 41 results 

17 relevant results 
 

PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 "youth work".mp or "youth work practice".mp 
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 269 results 

TBD relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 "youth work" or "youth work practice"  
2 2610 results 

13 relevant results in first 100 results 
 

ERIC 
# Searches 
1 "youth work".mp or "youth work practice".mp 
2 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed 
3 153 results 

89 relevant results (not yet removed duplicates) 
 

Web of Science 
# Searches 
1 AB"youth work" or AB"youth work practice"  
2 27 results 

4 relevant results 
 

Scopus 
# Searches 
1 TITLE"youth work" or TITLE"youth work practice"  
2 Limited to English language 
3 309 results 

186 relevant results (not yet removed duplicates) 
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Targeted searches for youth work theories 
 
Relevant search terms 
Youth work "Youth work*" 

"Youth and childcare work*" 
"Child and youth care" 
"Youth care" 
"Youth work practice" 

Theory Theor* 
Doctrine* 
Ideolog* 
Premise* 
Philosoph* 
Approach* 
Principle* 

 
24 June 2022 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 24 

8 relevant results 
 

Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 10 

1 relevant results 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 AF("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AF(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
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1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 
youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to peer-reviewed, 2000-2022, English language 
5 60 

2 relevant results 
 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to peer-reviewed, 2000-2022, English language 
5 0 

 
27 June 2022 

JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 (Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language 
5 0 results 

 

PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 17 

0 relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 (Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 0 results 

 

ERIC 
# Searches 
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1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 
care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 8 

1 relevant result 
 

Web of Science 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to 2000-2022, English language 
5 33 

5 relevant results 
 

Scopus 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Theor* or Doctrine* or Ideolog* or Premise* or Philosoph* or Approach* or Principle*) 
3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to 2000-2022, English language 
5 40 

0 relevant results 
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Targeted searches for youth work interventions 
 

Terms 
Youth work "Youth work*" 

"Youth and childcare work*" 
"Child and youth care" 
"Youth care" 
"Youth work practice" 

Intervention Intervention* 
Program* 
Treatment 
Service 
Activit* 
Practice* 
"Program evaluation" 

 
29 June 2022 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 84 

11 relevant results 
 

Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 30 

0 relevant results 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 AF("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AF(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 



 

 

24 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 36 

3 relevant results 
 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 75 

3 relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
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2 (intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 0 

 

ERIC 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 29 

1 relevant result 
 

Web of Science 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, 2000-2022 
5 11 

0 relevant results 
 

Scopus 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, 2000-2022 
5 82 

0 relevant results 
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Focus on agency/empowerment/advocacy/participation 
 

Terms 
Youth work "Youth work*" 

"Youth and childcare work*" 
"Child and youth care" 
"Youth care" 
"Youth work practice" 

Intervention Intervention* 
Program* 
Treatment 
Service 
Activit* 
Practice* 
"Program evaluation" 

Intervention & Agency/Empowerment Above terms AND 
"Youth advoca*"  
"Youth participat*"  
Advocacy  
Participation 
Agency 
Empower* 

 
29 June 2022 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 4 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 AB("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 73 

8 relevant results 
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Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 3 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 AB("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 42 

1 relevant result 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 2 

0 relevant results 
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# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 AB("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, 2000-2022 
5 30 

2 relevant results 
 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 4 



 

 

29 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care").mp 
 

2 (intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation").mp 

 ("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*).mp 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 86 

4 relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 (intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 ("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 0 

 

ERIC 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 TI("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 1 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care").mp 
 

2 (intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation").mp 

 ("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*).mp 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 47 

5 relevant results 
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Scopus 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(intervention* or program* or treatment or service or activit* or practice* or "Program 
evaluation") 

 AB("youth advoca*" or "youth participat*" or advocacy or participation or agency or 
empower*) 

3 1 and 2 and 3 
4 Limited to English language, 2000-2022, Doc type: article or conference paper, Country: 

US, UK, Canada, Australia, Europe, New Zealand 
5 163 

24 relevant results 
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Targeted search for youth work practice in Australia 
 
Terms:  
Youth work  
"Youth work*" 
"Youth and childcare work*" 
"Child and youth care" 
"Youth care" 
"Youth work practice" 
Geographic region:  
Australia* 
 
1 July 2022 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Australia*)  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 2 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Australia*)  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 13 

0 relevant results 
 

Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 2 

0 relevant results 
 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 10 



 

 

32 

2 relevant results 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Australia*)  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 

JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 

 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 AB(Australia*)  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 
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PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 TI(Australia*) 
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 1 

0 relevant results 
 
 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care").mp 
 

2 Australia*  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 20 

3 relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 Australia*  
3 1 and 2  
4 0 

 
4 July 2022 

ERIC 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
2 TI(Australia*)  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 1 

0 relevant results 
 
 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care").mp 
 

2 Australia*  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 16 

1 relevant result 
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Web of Science 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 Australia*  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 1 

0 relevant results 
 

Scopus 
# Searches 
1 TI("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth 

care" or "Youth care") 
 

2 Australia*  
3 1 and 2  
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 5 

0 relevant results 
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Targeted search for government reports including UK reports, European Council 
 
24 June 2022 

Early Intervention Foundation (What Works Network) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Reports’ 

65 results 
4 relevant results 

2  ‘Resources’ 
117 results 
2 relevant results 

 
27 June 2022 

Children’s Social Care (What Works Network) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Evidence Store’ 

31 results 
0 relevant results 

2  ‘Research’ 
113 results 
4 relevant results 

 
27 June 2022 

Youth Endowment Fund (What Works Network)  
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Projects and Evaluations’ 

193 results 
4 relevant results 

2  ‘Evidence and Insi ghts’ > ‘Reports’ 
11 results 
0 relevant results 

3 ‘Evidence and Insights’ > ‘Toolkit’ 
17 results  
5 relevant results 

 
20 July 2022 

National Youth Agency (NYA) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘What is youth work’ 

9 results 
2 relevant results 

2 ‘Skills’ 
6 results 
1 relevant result  

3 ‘Research and Policy’ 
18 results  
12 relevant results 

4  ‘NYA Documents and Toolkits’ 
11 results 
5 relevant results 

5 ‘Knowledge’ 
3 results 



 

 

36 

1 relevant result  
 
22 July 2022 

Council of Europe 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched Home page of the Youth Department of Council of Europe 

16 results 
12 relevant results  

2 ‘Democracy’ > ‘Youth’ > ‘Resources’ > ‘Manuals and Handbooks’  
17 results 
10 relevant results 

3 ‘Democracy’ > ‘Youth’ > ‘Resources’ > ‘History & Background Knowledge’  
14 results 
11 relevant results 

4 ‘Democracy’ > ‘Youth’ > ‘Resources’ > ‘Publications’  
28 results 
15 relevant results  

5 ‘Democracy’ > ‘Youth’> ‘Resources’ > ‘Activity & Project Reports’ > ‘Projects and 
Campaigns’ 
4 results 
4 relevant results 

6 ‘Democracy’ > ‘Youth’> ‘Resources’ > ‘Youth Partnership Publications’  
5 results 
1 relevant result  
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Targeted search for NZ Barwick study and University of Newcastle research centres 
 
22 July 2022 

Research Centre for Newcastle Youth Studies 
 
# Searches 
1 Research > Selected Research Projects  

5 results 
0 relevant results 

2 Research > Recent Research Reports 
7 results 
0 relevant results 

3 Research > Recent Books 
7 results 
0 relevant results 

4 Research > Conferences, seminars & symposiums 
5 results 
0 relevant results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Targeted search for Howard Sercombe references 
14 June 2022 

University of Sydney library database 
# Searches 
1 Howard Sercombe  
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2 Author 
3 66 

7 relevant 
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Targeted search for ‘youth work’ and ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander’ sources 
across academic databases, youth studies journals and grey literature 
 

Grey literature searches 
19 July 2022 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care (SNAICC) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Policy and Research’ > ‘Child Safety and Wellbeing’  

17 results  
1 relevant result 

2 ‘Policy and Research’ > ‘Child Safety and Wellbeing’ > ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander-led early intervention programs’ 
11 results 
2 relevant results 

3 ‘Policy and Research’ > ‘Child Safety and Wellbeing’ > ‘Child Rights’ 
8 results 
1 relevant result 

5 ‘Policy and Research’ > ‘Genuine Partnerships’ 
4 results 
3 relevant results 
 

19 July 2022 

Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency (VACCA) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched: ‘Home’ > ‘Our Services’ > ‘Youth Services and Programs’  

7 results 
5 relevant results 

2 Hand searched: ‘Home’ > ‘Our Services’ > ‘Cultural Strengthening Programs’ 
3 results  
2 relevant results 

3 ‘Home’ > ‘News and Resources’ > ‘Return to Country Framework’ 
1 result 
0 relevant results 
 

19 July 2022 

AbSec - NSW Child, Family and Community Peak Aboriginal Corporation 
 Searches 
1 Hand searched topic page: ‘Our Work’ 

8 results 
2 relevant results 

2 ‘Resources’ > ‘Publications’ 
9 results  
2 relevant results 
 

19 July 2022 

Northern Territory Council of Social Services (NTCOSS) 
# Searches 
1 ‘Social policy’ > ‘Youth Policy’ 

3 results 
1 relevant results 
 

19 July 2022 
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Youth Affairs Council Victoria (YACVic) 
# Searches 
1 Hand searched ‘Advocacy’ > ‘Policy and reports’ > ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander’ 
 22 results 

  0 relevant results 
 
 

Targeted Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander academic database searches 
 
20 July 2022 

Social Services Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 NOFT("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child 

and youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 NOFT("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 

Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 4 

0 relevant results 
 

Sociological Abstracts 
# Searches 
1 NOFT("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child 

and youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 NOFT("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 

Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 2 

0 relevant results 
 

FAMILY-ATSIS 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child 

and youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 AB("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 

Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 0 
 

Family and Society Studies Worldwide 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child 

and youth care" or "Youth care") 
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2 AB("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 
Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to peer-reviewed, 2000-2022, English language 
5 1 

0 relevant results 

Informit Family & Society Collection 
# Searches 
1 AB("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child 

and youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 AB("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 

Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to peer-reviewed, 2000-2022, English language 
5 0 
 

JSTOR 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* 

or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or 
"Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language 
5 0 results 
 

PsycINFO 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care").mp 
2 ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* 

or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or 
"Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person").mp 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 3 

0 relevant results 
 

Google Scholar 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* 

or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or 
"Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 0 results 
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ERIC 
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care").mp 
2 ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* 

or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or 
"Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person"),mp 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to English language, peer-reviewed, 2000-2022 
5 2 

1 relevant result 

 

Web of Science 
# Searches 
1 AF("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 AF("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or 

Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to 2000-2022, English language 
5 33 

0 relevant results 
 

Scopus 
# Searches 
1 TITLE-ABS-KEY("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" 

or "Child and youth care" or "Youth care") 
2 TITLE-ABS-KEY("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" 

or Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young 
person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

3 1 and 2 
4 Limited to 2000-2022, English language 
5 5 

0 relevant results 
 
 
 

Targeted Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander youth journal searches 
 
21 July 2022 

Child and Youth Services  
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") AND ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or 
"Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" 
or "Aboriginal young person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

2 Articles in Child and Youth Services  
3 0 
 

Journal of Youth Studies  
# Searches 
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1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 
youth care" or "Youth care") AND ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or 
"Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" 
or "Aboriginal young person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

2 Articles in Journal of Youth Studies  
3 0 results 
 

International Journal of Child, Youth & Family Studies  
# Searches 
1 pubid(2046194) AND ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare 

work*" or "Child and youth care" or "Youth care") AND ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or 
"Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or "Indigenous youth*" or 
"Indigenous young person") 

2 42 results 
0 relevant results 
 

Youth Studies Australia  
# Searches 
1 ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or "Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and 

youth care" or "Youth care") AND ("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or 
"Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" 
or "Aboriginal young person" or "Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

2 Articles, Reports and Discussions from Youth Studies Australia only 
3 1 result 

0 relevant results 
 

Journal of Youth Development  
# Searches 
1 pubid(2045003) AND noft("youth work*" OR "youth and childcare work*" OR "child 

and youth care" OR "youth care" OR "youth work practice" ) 
2 Peer reviewed articles in English language only 
3 29 results 

1 relevant result 
 

Children and Young People Now 
# Searches 
1 JN “Children & Young People Now” AND ("youth work" or "youth work practice" or 

"Youth and childcare work*" or "Child and youth care" or "Youth care") AND 
("Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island*" or ATSI or "Indigenous Australian" or Aborigin* 
or "Aboriginal Australian" or "Aboriginal youth*" or "Aboriginal young person" or 
"Indigenous youth*" or "Indigenous young person") 

2 0 results 
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Inclusion and exclusion criteria  
 

Inclusion criteria 
 

 References from high-income countries with English language publications 

 Interventions administered in school settings 

 Interventions targeting youth aged 10-24 

 Crime prevention and diversion programs and services delivered by youth workers or 
youth work organisations 

 Interventions supporting unemployed youth focused on the socioeconomic conditions 
associated with unemployment including access to training and education 

 Interventions for youth transitioning from foster or state care 

 Interventions including the provision of material goods (e.g. brokerage) 
 

Exclusion criteria 
 

 Personal youth work career reflections (professional and personal) 

 Teacher-led interventions or interventions administered by the Department of Education  

 Interventions administered in hospital, medical or clinical settings 

 Interventions administered in residential care settings 

 Mandated interventions 

 Interventions targeting families of vulnerable young people in conjunction with the 
young person (e.g. Triple P) 

 Interventions that include the provision of accommodation alongside other ‘youth work’ 
services (e.g. transitional or crisis accommodation) 

 Sources published pre-2010 (note, this date range does not apply to sources regarding 
history and identified key texts in youth work literature) 

 The following types/formats of grey literature: blog entries, brochures, online 
toolkits/websites, and brief webpage program profiles and case studies (note, this 
does not apply for submissions received from youth organisations) 

 Youth work career reflections (professional and personal) 

 Policy submissions and briefings 

 Philosophical, reflective ‘think piece’ articles about youth work and neoliberalism 
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Initial search results  
 

Reference type Number of results 

Journal articles and books/book chapters 467 (84 books/book chapters and 383 
journal articles) 

Grey literature 203 (69 reports and 134 reviews) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
references 

26 (23 grey literature sources, 2 journal 
articles, 1 book)  

 
TOTAL: 696 
 
Journal articles with relevance to specific review topics:  
 

Review topic Results 

Definitions, history and theories underpinning 
youth work 

116 

Types of interventions 200 

Agency, empowerment and relationships 47 

The youth work profession 196 

State of practice  58 

 

 
 
 
Books and book chapters with relevance to specific review topics:  
 

Review topic Results 

Definitions, history and theories underpinning 
youth work 

43 

Definitions, history 
and theories

19%

Types of 
interventions

32%Agency, 
empowerment and 

relationships
8%

The youth work 
profession

32%

State of practice
9%

JOURNAL ARTICLES BY REVIEW TOPIC
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Types of interventions 13 

Agency, empowerment and relationships 2 

The youth work profession 38 

State of practice  7 

 

 
 
 
Grey literature references with relevance to specific review topics:  
 

Review topic Results 

Definitions, history and theories underpinning 
youth work 

15 

Types of interventions 
 

136 

Agency, empowerment and relationships 25 

The youth work profession 68 

State of practice  43 

 

Definitions, history 
and theories

42%

Types of 
interventions

12%

Agency, 
empowerment and 

relationships
2%

The youth work 
profession

37%

State of practice
7%

BOOKS/CHAPTERS BY REVIEW TOPIC
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Journal articles by country/geographic region:  
 

Country/geographic region Number of results 

UK 84 

USA 83 

Australia 65 

Canada 63 

Europe 55 

Ireland 16 

Hong Kong  6 

Israel 5 

New Zealand 4 

International/mixed 3 

Japan 1 

China 1 

Asia  1 

Singapore 1 

 
Books and book chapters by country/geographic region:  
 

Country/geographic region Number of results 

UK 18 

USA 17 

International/mixed 13 

Definitions, history 
and theories

5%

Types of 
interventions

47%

Agency, 
empowerment and 

relationships
9%

The youth work 
profession

24%

State of practice
15%

GREY LITERATURE BY REVIEW TOPIC



 

 

49 

Ireland 8 

Europe 5 

Australia 3 

Canada 3 

 
Grey literature by country/geographic region:  
 

Country/geographic region Number of results 

Australia 84 

UK 40 

USA 28 

Europe 10 

International/mixed 8 

Canada 6 

New Zealand 5 

Ireland 2 
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Final search results 
 

Reference type Number of results 

Journal articles and books/book chapters 283 (54 books/book chapters and 229 
journal articles) 

Grey literature 126 (46 reports and 80 mixed sources) 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
references 

19 (16 grey literature sources, 2 journal 
articles and 1 book) 

 
TOTAL: 428  
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Submissions 
 
Additionally, we received 60 submissions from 17 youth work organisations, partnerships and 
individuals: 
  
• Blue Mountains Women’s Health Resource Centre  
• CREATE Foundation  
• Fairhaven  
• Headspace, SCARF Refugee Support & MCCI (Multicultural Communities Council of 

Illawarra) [partnership] 
• Humanity Matters 
• MCCI (Multicultural Communities Council of Illawarra) & Multicultural Health Service 

(Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District) [partnership] 
• North Sydney Youth Health Promotion (under NSLHD) 
• NSW Multicultural Health Communication Service & SSI [partnership] 
• Peter Slattery 
• Project Youth  
• Save the Children 
• SSI (Settlement Services International) 
• Soulgen 
• Southern Youth and Family Services  
• STARTTS (NSW Service for the Treatment & Rehabilitation of Torture & Trauma 

Survivors) 
• StreetWork  
• Weave Youth & Community Services  
 
Submissions received included the following documents/resources: evaluation report (n =10), 
video (n=6), webpage (n=6), practice framework/standards (n=5), book (n=4), 
flyer/brochure (n=4), journal article (n=4), practice paper (n=4), program outline (n=3), 
summary document (n=2), factsheet/infographic (n=2), application form (n=1), case studies 
(n=1), logic model (n=1), magazine article (n=1), service overview (n=1), project evaluation 
(n=1), scoping report (n=1), training materials (n=1), media release (n=1), and online news 
article (n=1).  
 


