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31 March 2023 

Dear  
 

Formal Access Application – Notice of Decision 
 
I refer to your formal access application under the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) that you lodged with the Department of Communities 
and Justice (the Department) on 16 October 2022. I note that you have consented 
to an extension of 31 March 2023 to decide this application.  
 
In your application, you requested access to the following records: 
 

Finalised Briefing Notes relating to the decision to cancel the ‘Forum 
Sentencing Program’  

 
Decision 
 
I am authorised by the principal officer of the Department to decide your access 
application under section 9(3) of the GIPA Act.  
 
Under section 53 of the GIPA Act, the Department must undertake reasonable 
searches as may be necessary to find any of the government information applied 
for that was held by the Department when the application was received, using 
the most efficient means reasonably available to the Department.  
 
On 28 February 2023, a search of the EDRMS records management database 
was conducted by Corrective Services NSW’s Strategy & Policy business unit. 
This search identified one record as falling within the scope of your application. 
The record identified is a briefing note titled ‘Closure of Forum Sentencing 
Program’. The results of this search have been certified by the Assistant 
Commissioner responsible for the business unit and their Executive Assistant.  
 
I am thus satisfied that a thorough search has been conducted and that the 
relevant records have been identified.  
 
I have considered your request in view of the objectives of the GIPA Act where you 
have a legally enforceable right to obtain information unless there is an overriding 
public interest against disclosure of the subject information. Further, I have also 
considered the requirements of section 74 of the GIPA Act, which provides that an 

http://www.dcj.nsw.gov.au/


 

 

 

 
2 

 

agency may delete information from a record if the deleted information does not 
fall within the scope of the information applied for. 
 
In deciding your application, I was required to conduct a “public interest test” 
where the public interest considerations favouring disclosure of government 
information were weighed against those factors that do not favour disclosure. On 
this occasion, I have not identified any overriding public interest factors against 
the disclosure of the information that you have requested.  
 
Therefore, in accordance with section 58(1)(a) of the GIPA Act, I have decided to 
provide you with a complete copy of the information that falls within the scope 
of your request.  

Form of access and processing charges 

Access to the briefing note will be provided in the form of an electronic pdf copy.  

As your request is for non-personal information, processing charges of $30/hour 
apply to this application.  

Please note that some material has been redacted and marked as ‘out of scope’ 
of your request in accordance with section 74 of the GIPA Act. This information 
has been removed in accordance with our proposal to exclude third party 
personal information which was communicated to you in the acknowledgement 
letter for your application, dated 3 November 2022. As the Department did not 
receive an objection to this proposal, some third-party personal information has 
been removed.  

 
Review rights 
 
If you disagree with any of the decisions in this notice that are reviewable, you 
may seek a review under Part 5 of the GIPA Act. You have three review options: 

 
1. An internal review lodged with the Department’s Open Government, 

Information and Privacy Unit, within 20 working days of the date of 
this Notice; 

2. An external review by the NSW Information Commissioner, within 40 
working days of the date of this Notice; or 

3. An external review by the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal, 
within 40 working days of the date of this Notice. 

 

To assist you, I have enclosed a fact sheet published by the Information and 
Privacy Commission (IPC), entitled Your review rights under the GIPA Act. You will 
also find some useful information and frequently asked questions on the IPC's 
website: www.ipc.nsw.gov.au    

You can also contact the IPC on freecall1800 IPC NSW (1800 472 679). 

Further information 

http://www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/
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If you have any questions about this notice or would like any further information, 
please contact me on 02 9716 2662 or at infoandprivacy@dcj.nsw.gov.au.  

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Alicia McKenzie 
OGIP Solicitor 
Open Government, Information and Privacy Unit 
Department of Communities and Justice  
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