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About the NSW Inmate Census

This publication contains summary statistics of inmates managed by Corrective Services NSW (CSNSW) held in
full-time custody in gazetted correctional centres, transitional centres and police/court complexes in New South
Wales at midnight on 30 June. Detailed statistics for the Inmate Census and technical notes for data in this

publication are provided in the Inmate Census download file at:

https://correctiveservices.dcj.nsw.gov.au/resources/research-and-reports/corrections-research-evaluation-and-

statistics.html.
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Part A

Full-time Custody Inmates

Inmates held in gazetted correctional centres,
transitional centres and police/court complexes in NSW
at Midnight 30 June
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Full-time custody inmates

1. Inmate Characteristics (all inmates)

Full-time custody inmates at midnight on 30 June

14,000
2024  Change from  '20%0 Male inmates
9 Female inmates
2023 10,000
Females 857 38 4.6% 8,000
Males 12 089 593 5.2% 6,000
Total 12 946 631 5.1% 4,000
2,000 IIII
0
1982 1988 1994 2000 2006 2012 2018 2024
Age of inmates, 2024
Median age
Female inmates 36 years 3 months
Male inmates 37 years 5 months
Female and male inmates, 2024 Total inmates and NSW adult population, 2024
1.3% 65 & ove 4.8% 4.6% 65 and 4ver ‘ 22.5%
4.4% 55-64 lyears 6.9% 6.7% 55-64‘years ‘ 15.2%
16.8% 45-54 years ‘ 16.1% 16.2% 45-54 years ‘ 16.1%
14.6% 40-44 years ‘ 13.9% 13.9% | 40-44 years ‘ 8.3%
16.9% 35-39 years ‘ 16.0% 16.0% 35-39 years ‘ 9.2%
17.2% 30-34 years ‘ 17.6% 17.5% 30-34 years ‘ 9.3%
17.2% 25-29 years 14.6% 14.7% | 25-29 years ‘ 8.8%
11.7% 18-24 years ‘ 10.2% 10.3% 18%24 years 10.7%
20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30%  20% 10% 0% 0%  20%  30%
Female inmates ~ Male inmates Total inmates NSW adult population
Total inmates by age groups, 1982 to 2024
100%
90% I I
¢ s I I 45 & older
@«
E 70% II
S 500
E 60% 35-44 years
o 50%
8 40%
(=%
g 30%
:-; 30% 25-34 years
2 20%
10%
18-24 years
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=
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Birthplace of inmates, 2024

Inmates born overseas

25% _Inm:
% is of inmates born overseas
20%
15%
10%
Australia 5%
75.7% . 20.9%| [19.1%| [16.3%| |10.4%| | 8.5% 8.2% 6.6% 5.7% 4.3%
B | 0%
North Oceania  South North North  Southern Southern Americas  Sub
Africa & (excl. East East West & Central & Eastern Saharan
Middle  Australia)  Asia Asia Europe Asia Europe Africa
East
Most common countries of birth for female and male inmates, 2024
Females No. Males No.
Australia 666 Australia 9140
Vietnam 14 New Zealand 192
New Zealand 13 Vietnam 142
China (excludes SARs and Taiwan) 12 China (excludes SARs and Taiwan) 132
Philippines 7 Lebanon 117
Sudan 6 England 89
United States of America 6 Irag 80
Iran 73
Fiji 62
Marital status at reception for inmates, 2024
80%
60 OUnder 30 years [030-49 years 50 years and older
b L
40%
20%
73.3% | 59.3% | 40.6% 21.4% | 33.1% | 39.8% W 15.3% ’Jl%_'ﬂ'_él.z%_‘
0%
Never married Married, Separated, Divorced Unknown
de facto Widowed
Last known address (ABS remoteness categories) of inmates, 2024
80% .
67.4%  66.0% OFemale inmates @ Male inmates
60%
40%
20%
6.1%  53% 13%  1.3% 28%  2.7% 04%  0.7%
0% e
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address
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Last known address of inmates by ABS geography (Statistical Area Level 4), 2024
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NSW Inmate Census 2024

2. Legal Characteristics (all inmates)

Legal status for inmates, 1982 to 2024

% of inmates

100%

90% 83.7%

0% T S~ N

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%

20% 12.3%

0,
10% 4W\

0%
1982 1987

1992

Sentenced

1997 2002

2.4%
Unconvicted
44.1%
Appellant 3.5%
2007 2012 2017 2022

Sentence type for inmates, 2024

60%

40%

20%

0%

54.1% 43.4%

0.2% 0.6%

0.2% 0.6%

O Female inmates @ Male inmates

35.1% 46.0%

10.3% 9.4%

Not under sentence

Life

Forensic patient

Sentenced: Non-parole

Sentenced: Parole declined

Federal offences for inmates, 2024

Is any offence a federal offence, 2024

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

0 Female inmates

O Male inmates

6.3% 8.4%

Yes

93.7%

Is the most serious offence a federal offence, 2024

91.6% 100%

No

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

O Female inmates

0 Male inmates

6.2% 8.4%

Yes

938%  91.6%

No
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Level of court for most serious offence for inmates, 2024

80%
70%
60%
50% 45.6%
36.9%

O Female inmates @ Male inmates
57.3%

40%

20% .
0,
10% 7.0%  8.8% 79%  8.1%

0%

Supreme Court District Court Local Court State Parole Authority Other

Length of aggregate sentence for sentenced inmates, 2024

50% . .
O Female inmates @ Male inmates
45%
40%
35%
30% 24.4%
a7/0
25% 21.4% 21.9%23-1%
20% 18.3% 18.5%
13.9% 14.7%
15% ’ 11.5%
10% 7.9% 8.7% 8.2%
5% 3% 4 gy, 1.0% 2:0%
0%
Less than 3 months 1 year to 2 years to 5 years to 10 years to 20+ Life
3 months to < 1 year <2 years <5 years <10 years <20 years years Forensic
Prior adult imprisonment, all inmates, 2024 Breach of parole/escape, all inmates, 2024
100% O Female inmates @ Male inmates 100% O Female inmates @ Male inmates
80% 80%
60% 60%
40% 40%
20% 20%
0,
471% | 57.3% 529% | 42.7% 2.8% _ 6.7% 97.2% | 93.3%
—
0% 0%
Yes No Yes No
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Most serious offence for inmates, 2024

Female Inmates

Public order
Miscellaneous

Traffic and vehicle
Property damage, environmental pollution
Abduction, harassment
Weapons and explosives
Endangering persons
Robbery, extortion
Sexual assault

Unlawful entry with intent
Fraud, deception

Theft

Homicide

Justice procedures

lllicit drug offences

Acts to cause injury

Male Inmates

Miscellaneous

Public order

Traffic and vehicle
Property damage, environmental pollution
Fraud, deception
Abduction, harassment
Theft

Endangering persons
Weapons and explosives
Robbery, extortion
Unlawful entry with intent
Homicide

Justice procedures

lllicit drug offences
Sexual assault

Acts to cause injury

| 0.1%
| 0.4%

] 12%
] 12%
RE
2%
] 3o%

4.2%

|

4.3%
5.0%
5.4%

|

6.2%

Il

8.1%

| 10.3%

| 13.2%

33.6%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

| 11.2%

| 12.8%

25% 30% 35% 40%

19.6%

28.6%

0% 5% 10% 15%

20% 25% 30%
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Change from 1982 to 2024 in the total percentage of most serious offence for all inmates

-14.3% Robbery, extortion
-11.1% Unlawful entry with intent
-9.3% Theft
-4.3% Homicide
-3.5% Endangering persons

2.7% Traffic and vehicle

-2.6% Fraud, deception
-0.4% | Property damage, environmental pollution
-0.3% 7 Public order
-0.2% Miscellaneous

Abduction, harassment ] 1.1%

Weapons, explosives 2.4%
Illicit drug offences 2.5%
Justice procedures 9.2%
Sexual assault 10.8%
Acts to cause injury 22.7%
-25% -15% -5% 5% 15% 25% 35%
Decrease in the offence’s percentage Increase in the offence’s percentage
of most serious offences of most serious offences

10 |
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3. Inmate management (all inmates)

Security classification for inmates, 2024

Unconvicted inmates Convicted inmates
OO Female inmates @ Male inmates [0 Female inmates [ Male inmates
100% 100%
85.0%
80% 0 80%
65.6% 60.5%
60% 60%
39.9% o
40% 35.2% 40%
20.5% 21.1% o
20% 13:5% 11.0% 13.8% ’— W 12.0% 16.2%
,—‘ 0.4% 2.2 ’7 0.3%
0% ' 0% — '
Unclassified Minimum Medium Maximum Unclassified Minimum Medium Maximum
security security security security security security security security
80%
70%
& 60% 61.8% Minimum
£
£
3 50%
S
z
g 40%
G
(5]
& 30%
g
& 20% 20.6% Medium

15.3% Maximum
10%

% ~— 2.2% Unclassified
1983 1987 1991 1995 1999 2003 2007 2011 2015 2019 2023

Time to serve to earliest date of release for inmates, 2024

0,
60% 54.1%
50% 0 Female inmates 1 Male inmates
43.4%
40%
30%
20% 9
15.3% 13.3% .
0 9.5% 10.2% 8.3%
10% 8.1% 7.0% sa% 7 sam (Ot 55%
05% 1.1% ’7 ) ’—‘ 05% 1.2%
0% ‘
Unsentenced Earliest date of ~ Less than 3 monthsto 6 months to 1 year to 2 years to 5 or more Indeterminate
release lapsed 3 months <6 months <1 year <2 years <5 years years
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Last known address for inmates in correctional centres (remoteness categories), 2024

90% Inmates in correctional centres located in NSW Major Cities
79.7%
80% 75.4%
70% OFemale inmates O Male inmates
60%
50%
40%
30%
20% 16.4%  14.4%
9 4.9%
10% © O 30% o4y 0s%  25% 19%  04%  05%
[ —
0%
Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
In NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address

Inmates in correctional centres located in Inner Regional NSW

90%
80%
70% OFemale inmates 0 Male inmates
60% 54.8%
49.0%

50%
40% 34.6% 34.0%
30%

0,
20% 06%

9 0% 4.8%
10% ’—’—‘ 10%  1.0% ° 33% 0.0%  0.9%
0%

Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address

90% Inmates in correctional centres located in Outer Regional NSW
80%
70% OFemale inmates @ Male inmates

0,
60% 50.2%
0% 41.3%
40%

29.3%

0,
30% 21.6% .
20% 17.3%  15.9%

93%  7.8%
0%

Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address

12 |
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Part B

Aboriginal Inmates

Aboriginal inmates held in gazetted correctional centres,
transitional centres and police/court complexes in NSW
at Midnight 30 June

An inmate is recorded as Aboriginal where they have identified as such by self-report in any current or previous

episode of imprisonment. Aboriginal includes Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander inmates.
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Aboriginal inmates in full-time custody

4. Inmate Characteristics (Aboriginal inmates)

Full-time custody Aboriginal inmates at midnight on 30 June

4,000

2024 Change from 2023 2222 g%eaigniﬁes
Females 375 81 27.6% 2,500
Males 3813 594 18.5% 5000
Total 4188 675 19.2% 1,500
1,000
500

1982

1988 1994 2000 2006 2012 2018 2024

Age of Aboriginal inmates, 2024

Median age
Female inmates 33 years 4 months
Male inmates 33 years 9 months

Female and male inmates, 2024

Aboriginal inmates and NSW Aboriginal population

0.5% 65 & over 1.4% 1.3% 65 and ove 10.7%
2.1% 55-64 year; 3.2% 3.1% 55-64 years 13.0%
12.0% %5-54 years ‘ 11.4% 11.4% 4#-54 years ‘ 16.3%
14.9% ‘ 40-44 years ‘ 12.9% 13.1% ‘40-44 years ‘ 7.8%
15.7% 35-39 years ‘ 16.6% 16.5% 35-39 years ‘ 9.0%
18.7% 30-34 years ‘ 20.0% 19.9% ‘ 30-34 years ‘ 10.4%
21.6% 25-29 years ‘ 19.1% 19.4% ‘ 25-29 years ‘ 12.5%
14.4% | 18-24 years ‘ 15.4% 15.3% 18-24 years ‘ 20.4%
30% 20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30% 30% 20% 10% 0% 10% 20% 30%
Female inmates ~ Male inmates Total inmates NSW population

Aboriginal inmates by age groups, 1982 to 2024

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0

Age group as % of total inmates

°
=

1982 1988

1994 2000

2012

2006

45 & older

35-44 years

25-34 years

18-24 years

2018 2024
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Indigenous status of all inmates, 2024

Female Male Total

Aboriginal 269 31.4% 2137 17.7% 2406 18.6%
Torres Strait Islander 3 0.4% 102 0.8% 105 0.8%
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 103 12.0% 1574 13.0% 1677 13.0%
Total Aboriginal 375  43.8% 3813 31.5% 4188 32.3%
Non-Aboriginal 478 55.8% 8228 68.1% 8706 67.2%
Status unknown/not stated 4 0.5% 48 0.4% 52 0.4%
Total 857 100% 12 089 100% 12 946 100%

100%

90%

gsM\/\mn-Aboriginal inmates

, 80% R
‘g 70% T~
= 60% 67.7%
B 50%
g 40%
§ 30%
= o0%

10%

0%
1982 1988 1994 2000 2006 2012 2018 2024

Marital status at reception for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%

OUnder 30 years [030-49 years @50 years and older

30%

20%

0,

10% 1 725% | 62.3% | 51.5% 24.7% | 34.3% | 35.6% 05%  2.8% | 11.5% 23%  06% 14%

00/0 e R et
Never married Married, Separated, Divorced Unknown

de facto Widowed

Last known address (ABS remoteness categories) of Aboriginal inmates, 2024

80%

60.8% OFemale inmates O Male inmates
60% 49.7%
40% 35.8%
25.3%
20% 10.1%  9.5%
oy A 11%  1.7% 0.0%  0.2%
0% ‘
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address
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Last known address of Aboriginal inmates by ABS geography (Statistical Area Level 4), 2024
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5. Legal Characteristics (Aboriginal inmates)

Legal status for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal inmates, 2024

60% O Aboriginal inmates O Non-Aboriginal inmates

40%

20%

46.1% 43.2% 3.4% ‘ 3.6% | 50.5% 53.2%
0%
Unconvicted Appellant Sentenced

Sentence type for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

70% OO Female inmates @ Male inmates
50%
30%
0,
0% | 5400 | 452% 03%  03% 03%  06% 32.5% | 39.2% 120% | 14.7%
-10% Not under sentence Life Forensic patient Sentenced: Non-parole  Sentenced: Parole declined

Federal offences for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

Is any offence a federal offence Is the most serious offence a federal offence
. . . 99.7%  98.9%
00% O Female inmates 100% O Female inmates
80% @ Male inmates 80% I Male inmates
60% 60%
42.8%
40% 30.5% 40%
20% 20%
0.9% 1.0% 0.3% 1.1%
0% 0% —_—
Yes No Yes No
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Level of court for most serious offence for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

80% . .
. O Female inmates 0 Male inmates
70% 61.3%
0,
60% 50.6%
50%
0,
40% 30.2%
30% 24.5%
20% 9
’ & 5o o6% 0%
10% 2.9% 7% 1.6%  0.7%
s ‘ A
0% e
Supreme Court District Court Local Court State Parole Authority Other
Length of aggregate sentence for sentenced Aboriginal inmates, 2024
40% , ,
34.9% O Female inmates O Male inmates
35%
30% 27.2%
24.7%
25% 23.7%
20.3% 20.1%
20%
15% 13.7%
10% 8.0%
6.5%
) ’ 47% 5.7%
5%  3.0% 229 ’7 2.4% *‘ 12% 1.5%
0% ——
Less than 3 months 1 year to 2 years to 5 years to 10 years to 20+ Life
3 months to < 1 year <2 years <5 years <10 years <20 years years Forensic
Prior adult imprisonment, Aboriginal inmates, 2024 Breach of parole/escape, Aboriginal inmates, 2024
100% O Female inmates @ Male inmates 100% O Female inmates @ Male inmates
80% 80%
60% 60%
40% 40%
20% 20% 11.1%
59.7% | 76.0% 40.3% | 24.0% 3.7% T 96.3% | 88.9%
0% 0%
Yes No Yes No
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Most serious offence for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

Female Inmates

Public order
Miscellaneous

Traffic and vehicle
Abduction, harassment
Property damage, environmental pollution
Weapons and explosives
lllicit drug offences
Fraud, deception

Sexual assault
Endangering persons
Homicide

Robbery, extortion
Unlawful entry with intent
Theft

Justice procedures

Acts to cause injury

Male Inmates

Miscellaneous

Public order

Traffic and vehicle
Property damage, environmental pollution
Fraud, deception
Abduction, harassment
Theft

Weapons and explosives
Endangering persons
lllicit drug offences
Robbery, extortion
Homicide

Unlawful entry with intent
Sexual assault

Justice procedures

Acts to cause injury

0% 5% 10% 15%

0.0%
| 0.3%

| 08%
1%

] 13%
2%
] 3%
| 35%
] 3%
| 43w

4.8%
5.1%

1

5.6%

U

7.5%

| 11.7%

45.1%

20% 25% 30%

| 12.0%

| 15.9%

35% 40% 45% 50%

38.0%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

30% 35% 40%
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Aboriginal inmates in full-time custody

6. Inmate management (Aboriginal inmates)

Security classification for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

Unconvicted inmates

00 Female inmates @ Male inmates

72.3%
46.3%
26.9%
15.5% 13.1% 13.8% 11.8%
’7 0.5%
Unclassified Minimum Medium Maximum
security security security security

Convicted inmates

0 Female inmates [ Male inmates

100% 90.3%
80%
60% 50.0%
40% 27.9%
18.9%
20%
o 3.9% 3.2% 5.2% 0.6%
0%
Unclassified Minimum Medium Maximum
security security security security

Time to serve to earliest date of release for Aboriginal inmates, 2024

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

20

54.9%

45.2%

O Female inmates

O Male inmates

0
18.1% 16.3%
11.2% 11.1% 10.6%
6.9% 6.5%
40% " 39y 50% 3.6%

0.3% 0.8% | ﬁ,—‘ 0.5% 0.8% |
Unsentenced Earliest date of ~ Less than 3 monthsto 6 months to 1 year to 2 years to 5 or more Indeterminate

release lapsed 3 months <6 months <1 year <2 years <5 years years
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Last known address for Aboriginal inmates in correctional centres (remoteness categories), 2024

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Inmates in correctional centres located in NSW Major Cities

72.0% g9 6%

O Female inmates @ Male inmates

18.2% 22.1%
£70

8.0%  5g9

’—'—‘ 1.0% 1.3% 0.7% 1.1% 0.0% 0.1%

Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
In NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address

Inmates in correctional centres located in Inner Regional NSW

65.2% O Female inmates @ Male inmates

46.9%

39.1%

19.6%

0,
13.0% 9.9%

0.0% 1.8% 2.2% 22% 0.0% 02%
[ 1 L I ]

Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address

Inmates in correctional centres located in Outer Regional NSW

O Female inmates @ Male inmates

30.2% 30.2% 31.0%

23.5% 25.4%
209% 16.3% 18:5%

2.3%  1.8% 0.0%  0.0%
——

Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was Last address was
Major City Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote or Outside Not known
in NSW NSW NSW Very Remote NSW NSW No fixed address
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