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SUMMARY

BACKGROUND

LCM is a multiagency approach to offender
management where the Department of
Communities and Justice, the NSW Police
Force and NSW Health work in partnership
to provide tailored case management and
wraparound support to offenders under
Community Corrections supervision. This
support may include referrals to housing
services, disability services, health and
mental health services, drug and alcohol
services, victim services, and relationship
services in addition to any rehabilitation
programs.

We study whether LCM is associated with
changes in four outcomes: any reoffending,
serious drug, violent, and property
reoffending, domestic violence reoffending,
and return to custody, each within 12
months of referral.

To do this, we compare reoffending rates
of LCM offenders with reoffending rates of
a matched control group.

We supplemented this analysis with an
event study analysis comparing offending
before and after referral to LCM versus a
matched group with similar community
order start dates.
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KEY FINDINGS

Figure 1. Percentage point change in the likelihood of recidivism and return to
custody within 12 months of referral for LCM offenders, compared to a
matched control group
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Figure 1 shows our estimates of the change in the likelihood of reoffending and
returning to custody associated with LCM. We find that LCM is not associated
with any significant changes in reoffending, serious drug, violent or property
reoffending, or domestic violence reoffending when compared with a matched
control group. However, LCM offenders are 10 p.p. more likely to return

to custody even when compared to a matched group with similar criminal
histories, index offences, and community orders. We find that there is no
significant difference between LCM offenders and matched offenders on any
measure of reoffending in our supplementary event study analysis.

CONCLUSION

LCM is not associated with a significant reduction in reoffending and may be
associated with higher return to custody rates. However, these results are
limited by our inability to identify a comparison group of offenders who have
multiagency needs.

Suggested citation: Rahman, S. (2023). An evaluation of Local Coordinated Multiagency Offender Management (Crime and Justice Bulletin No. 257). Sydney:
NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research. Full report available at www.bocsar.nsw.gov.au



